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WOLLONGONG DOG SPORTS CLUB INCORPORATED
AGGRESSIVE DOG POLICY
Our policy is not intended to be a legal document.  It is intended as a guideline for all members.  
At all times we are bound by the NSW Companion Animal Act, Dogs NSW, and Wollongong City Council laws rules and regulations.

The Club has found it prudent to formulate the policy so that all members may feel confident that their safety and that of their dogs, is of utmost importance.
1.
We will not accept for training any dog identified as a restricted breed (or part thereof) under the NSW Companion Animals Act – that is:

· American Pitbull; 

· Pitbull Terrier; 

· Japanese Tosa; 

· Argentinian Fighting; 

· Brazilian Fighting.

2.
Members are at all times responsible for their own dogs.  Whilst on our training grounds please be mindful of not allowing your dog to interfere in any way with any other dog.  

3.
We encourage any member with a complaint of any kind regarding any dog on our training grounds to report to the Chief Instructor and/or a Committee Member immediately and any incident being reported may be recorded for future reference.

4.
Anyone having concerns about their own dog should also report it so protective measures can be taken.

5.
Socialisation exercises will be a regular part of our training.

6.
Members will be reminded on a regular basis of ground etiquette. 
7.
Any incidents of aggression or perceived aggression should be reported immediately to the Chief Instructor or any Committee Member and will be recorded.  

· Where a dog displays inappropriate behaviour the handler will be offered assistance and the designated instructor will observe the dog on that evening.  No need to record.  The instructor may make a verbal report to the Chief Instructor or President if they deem it necessary. 
· Where a dog displays aggressive or unsociable behaviour, whether contact is made with another dog (or person) or not, and any handler was unnerved or upset by the incident, then the matter will be recorded briefly and the handler spoken to by the instructor.  The handler of the offending dog should offer an apology to the other handler.  It will be suggested that the handler undertake a self-regulated programme of socialising and obedience for their dog.  The handler may be asked to muzzle their dog or use a long lead.  Progress will be documented and monitored.

· If a dog constantly shows aggression towards other dogs or if a dog attacks another dog (or person), depending on the severity of the incident, the handler will be put on a formal warning and asked to undertake a period of obedience training and/or private training before returning to the Club.  

· If the incident is severe enough to have caused injury or real upset to other handlers, then, if two instructors agree, the handler will be asked to leave the ground. 

· If a dog is unable to be socialised, or if considered a danger to other club members, they will be asked not to come back, but offered help.  Veterinary intervention should be considered.  
8.
The President or Chief Instructor have the right to ask any person to leave the grounds after an incident or if there is a perceived risk.  We will not allow any of our dogs to become sacrificial dogs.  
9.
After any incident, assistance and advice may be given to the handler. Providing the handler of the dog in question complies, and is not abusive, then a follow up phone call may be made and helpful suggestions offered to the handler. 
This policy was adopted by the club on 1st May 2011 and may be reviewed by the Committee from time to time. 
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